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D/C Message
Harold W. O’Briant JN
We, in The District 27, have reached that time of the
year when we go into what some have termed our
“automatic” mode. We have just completed a wonderful Fall Conference in Wrightsville Beach where
the weather was wonderful for the dinner cruise on
Friday and the sextant practice on Saturday as sponsored by the N Club.
Cdr Lorenda Overman, JN, of Goldsboro Sail &
Power Squadron and her fantastic crew did a magnificent job as hosts for the event. The weekend was made even more special by the
presence of our guests, V/C Louie Ojeda, SN, and his wife, Dot; V/C Gary P. Cheney, SN. R/C Bob Palmer, SN, and his wife, Mary; and D/26 Cdr Ed Kridler, SN,
and his wife, Cindy. As we say here in the South, a large time was had by all.
Now it is time to start planning for changes of watch and a new leadership for 2013.
New leaders will be elected from the ranks of our squadrons and charged with the
responsibility of leading The District 27 into the next 50 years. More about that
later.
Final reports on merit mark recommendations, VSC life jackets inventory, the Doing
It Right campaign, are just a few of the reports due at this time.

August 8-11 2013
D/27 D/5 Joint
Rendezvous
Cape Charles, VA

In my estimation the most important District event before us in the
next couple of months is the Squadron Officer Training Day, scheduled for January 5, 2013, at the NCSU Faculty Club in Raleigh. I
can tell you after working with the squadrons this past year, squadron bridge officers for 2013 simply cannot afford to miss this one
day training session. The entire day is devoted to you as bridge officers for 2013.
It does not matter if you haven’t been installed by January 5. You
know you will be on a squadron bridge next year by now.
Continued next page
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Continued from page 1:
You owe it to yourself and most importantly to your squadron to attend. Your assistants
and any squadron members can attend. If you find it is impossible to attend, send someone in your place…….and no, one person cannot attend all the sessions.
I have heard from some squadron bridge officers that they have already attended and
don’t see the need to return for another session. I am here to tell you there have been significant changes since last year. That will become immediately obvious to you when the
time comes to fill out reports next year.
The District bridge officers will be there to go over every detail and answer any questions
you might have about your job for next year. It is that simple. We have designed this
day so you will not have to spend the night (unless you just want to do so). We will have
coffee, pastries, lunch and more coffee and water. We even guarantee the possibility of
snowflakes before the day is over………just another benefit of the day.
The agenda and registration forms are located on the District website under the Calendar
tab which shows this event on the District calendar. It is also published in this edition of
the Bitts.
Members attending the Information and Reporting Sources sessions (DB2000 and
HQ800) are urged to bring their laptop computers.
Squadron changes of watch begin in December and continue on until March 8, 2013. District officer assignments have been made and will be sent to all squadron commanders soon. Please contact the District officer
assigned to your squadron with the details of your change of watch. I can tell you this is one of the most enjoyable duties of a District bridge officer and we do look forward to them.
The week of January 13 -20, 2013 is the USPS Annual meeting in Jacksonville, FL. Registration forms and
the agenda are already on the national website at www.usps.org . If you have never been to a national meeting
this is a perfect opportunity for you. It is within one day’s drive with a nice location along the river landing in
Jacksonville. If you have been before then you know how mjch fun this will be. The District 27 will have a
hospitality room this year. So if you are going, please find the hospitality room with the District 27 sign on
the door. If you are attending, we will let you know the room number.
On March 22, 2013, The District 27 will celebrate its’ 50th anniversary. The party will be at the North Raleigh
Hilton in Raleigh. This will precede the Spring Conference and Change of Watch on Saturday, March 23 at
the same location. Watch for details soon. You don’t want to miss this one. Our simply fantabulous District
Meetings Chairperson P/R/C Sarah McCurry, S, is working her magic again for us.
Finally, a 50-year commitment to any organization is a most special achievement. At our Fall Conference in
Wrightsville Beach, V/C Louie Ojeda, SN, recognized five District 27 members, along with their wives, for
this accomplishment. This bears repeating. Congratulations to P/D/C Floyd M. Quisenberry, SN of Cape
Lookout Sail & Power Squadron; P/C Hubert H. Bordeaux, SN of Cape Fear Sail & Power Squadron; P/C Cecil C. Marshall, AP of Charlotte Power Squadron; Clyde S. Medearis, AP of Charlotte Power Squadron; and P/
C Larry E. Williams, SN of Greensboro Power Squadron. Congratulations to you all and thank you for your
service.
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District Educational Officer D/Lt/C George Malindzak, SN
Certified Instructors SEO/DEO Tool
A new tool to locate certified instructors with their certification expiration dates by
squadron or district has been added to the SEO/DEO Tools page. The SEO/DEO
Tools web page is also accessible from the SEO and DEO home pages. The squadron
display lists certified instructors in order of their certification expiration date. The district display is ordered by squadron and expiration date.
America's Boating Course - 3rd Edition Course Tips
These course tips are being provided to help educational officers, course chairs, and
instructors in conducting ABC3 courses. The list below is just a start of this help section. It will be expanded as the need arises. Please mark this page for quick reference
in the future.
Printing ABC3 Course Completion Wallet Cards
When printing fewer than all 10 of the cards on the wallet card sheet, start at the bottom of the sheet which allows the printing to remain aligned. If you start from the top
there is not enough paper to keep the sheet aligned. This system has been used several times with great success.
Use 2012 Edition Material
If it does not say 2012 on the cover or first page of the ABC material, you are probably using out of date material. The
NASBLA approved student materials, with the exception of the bonus ABC3 Courseware CD which is a 2010 product,
all have 2012 readily apparent. Most recognize that the ABC3 Student Kit material cost set forth in the USPS materials
catalog includes answer sheets (ED-26), registration forms (ED-46), completion certificates, wallet cards, float plans,
and promotional materials—a good deal for squadrons.
This Student Kit, as well as the Instructor Kit and On-Line course, has been approved by NASBLA to meet NASBLA
2012 standards and most state requirements for required recreational boater education. USPS instructors are obligated to
teach using these NASBLA approved materials, all dated 2012, to satisfy educational requirements before the Squadron
Commander signs the certificate and wallet card signifying satisfactory course completion. The ABC3 Instructor Kit materials are all labeled 2012, including the assessment examinations. The Instructor Kit, which includes all instructor materials and student materials, is a great bargain too, so take advantage of using the "latest and greatest".
ABC3 Bonus Courseware CD
The ABC3 bonus courseware CD aids the student in post-course review and pre-course study. It assists the on-line student when preparing for Federal regulatory and safety questions in the final examination. It is not intended to aid classroom instruction and does not include any required state laws and regulations material. It is up to instructors to add these
topics and questions. State questions are available from the protected State-Specific and ABC3 Chapter 5 Exam Questions web page.
Your State Boating Law Administrator and Memorandum of Understanding
The recognized document for a USPS—State education agreement is a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). In accordance with these MOU, electronic dissemination of course schedules when listed in HQ-800 occurs to the respective
state, followed by course completions including names and student characteristics when agreed to, and provides collective student numbers at year end. It behooves all SEOs to visit the EdDept home page, pull up the respective state information from the State Boating Information web page, and then review it with your state Boating Law Administrator
(BLA). Keep the BLA or his/her designated representative in your sphere of those important to state relationships. This
is a critical step to validate that the person and email address listed as the BLA representative to receive USPS data
transmissions is correct. The connection from USPS and individual districts and squadrons to their respective state is
vital to smooth operations and a positive relationship.
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District Executive Officer
D/Lt/C Robert Howd, JN
D27 has just completed the fall council/conference. It was in Wrightsville
Beach and hosted by Goldsboro Sail & Power Squadron. Everything worked
as planned. We thank you Goldsboro. Under the Executive department, co-op
charting awards for the year ending March 31 were given out. Twelve squadrons (Albemarle, Cape Fear, Charlotte, Durham, Fort Macon, Goldsboro,
Greensboro, Lake Norman, New River, Rocky Mount, Shallotte River, and Tar
River) and D27 received honor roll certificates and Shallotte River received the
William T. Casey Award trophy for the most improved squadron. V/C Luis
Ojeda SN, the National Administrative Officer, was our national representative. We also had R/C Bob Palmer, National Assist Education Officer.
The Public Relations Officer has been getting articles published in three
magazines (Carolina Salt, All At Sea Southeast, and Southwinds). These articles have included a list of power squadron courses, the automated radio check
article and a Partner in Command article. Check out these links and see what coverage we are getting:
http://www.allatsea.net/southeast/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/all-at-sea-southeast-sept-2012.pdf Cover,
page 10, 20-21, http://carolinasalt.com/?p=745, and http://www.southwindssailing.com/pdfsissues/southwindsaugust2012.pdf p14. When you scroll through the magazines, the page numbers are different because the computer counts the cover and other pages not counted in the original magazine. Look at
the page number on the page itself.
You will notice that these articles have been about Fort Macon Sail & Power Squadron because it is the
JB’s home squadron so he had the information. The publications would like information from all squadrons.
They cover the entire states of North and South Carolina so any squadron’s articles are fair game. The articles need to be submitted to D/Lt “JB” Bagby at least a month in advance of desired publication date. Send
to jbagby124@embarqmail.com. JB will be contacting each squadron to get inputs.
The co-op charting program for this year is moving along smartly. Updating the last BITTS article statistics for co-op charting, we now have eight squadrons (Albemarle, Cape Lookout, Charlotte, Fort Macon,
Greensboro, Lake Norman, New River, and Rocky Mount) on the honor roll for this year. Six more (Cape
Fear, Fayetteville, Goldsboro, Shallotte River, Southport, and Winston Salem) are participating. We are
getting closer to the 15 squadrons participating for the district to be on the honor roll. Only one district is on
the honor roll. We are currently ranked #3. I have heard from at least one more squadron that they are going
to get involved in Nov. There are now 28 individuals representing ten squadrons on the individual honor
roll. Nationally there are 124 individuals on the honor roll so D27 has about 1/4th of the total. If you need
some help, our point of contact is Phil Benson bensonphil028@gmail.com .
As of Nov 1, a new CCWEB has been installed. It will take a little getting used to but it is workable. I
logged in and it does work.
The Aids to Navigation Cruise that Fort Macon Sail & Power Squadron hosted on October 20 was successful. There were about 55 people who took the cruise. 40 were non-members so there is a great membership opportunity. Four members of Raleigh also attended.
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VSCs are coming along well too. We have seven squadrons with more than 100 so far (Cape Fear, Cape
Lookout, Fort Macon, Lake Norman, New River, Pamlico and Shallotte River). We have about 1800 exams
completed in the district. An area we need improvement on is that we should have nearly 180 examiners but
we only have 120. The VE exam is available on the website. Continued next page
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Continued from previous page
If you need some help with Vessel Safety Checks contact Bill Halkovitch halko@atmc.net.
The cutoff date for VSC award considerations is the end of November so if you have a bunch of VSCs that
have not been recorded get them in soon.
The annual inventory of the red PFDs is due November 15. As of the second week of November we had 15
inventories completed.
Upcoming is the district training session January 5 in Raleigh. This is where each officer is given training
on his/her job. Save this date as one of the most valuable days for your bridge officers.
USPS is recommending that we include the USPS logo on our newsletters, websites, letterhead, etc to show
the corporate branding. The artwork for this can be found at USPS.org/100/downloads/100thanniversary logo.
There is regular national logo in addition to the 100th anniversary logos.
Thanks for everybody’s help.
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District Administrative Officer
D/LT/C Burt H. Pearson, lll, SN
Activity in the Administrative Officer Department has been diverse over the past
few months. Squadron AO’s have been informed of some reporting requirements and some Squadrons were active with the Boarman Youth Poster Contest.
One report that each Squadron should complete early, as it gives a report card
as to progress that the Squadron is making, is the “Doing it Right” report. This
was discussed during the Fall Council/Conference and through e-mail communications. As of the writing of this article, three (3) of the 20 Squadrons in D27
have submitted their reports. The first report was sent in by Greensboro, followed by Charlotte and Cape Fear. Cape Fear received acknowledgement from
the Rear Commander that Cape Fear is the first Squadron to indicate that
they do all 25 activities listed on the form. Not on a District 27 level, but nationally. This sets a high standard for the rest of the Squadrons to shoot for. But
this is not a competition between Squadrons or Districts. It is a measure of how
your Squadron is doing relative to activities that should make the Squadron
stronger.
We do congratulate Cape Fear for being very active!
The Squadrons that had entries for the Boarman Youth Poster Contest presented them to D/1st/Lt Paula
Schubert, who, with a panel of eminently qualified judges, selected the top three winners in each age category.
Twenty-eight posters were submitted for consideration at the District level. The top three winning posters in
each category were displayed at the banquet on Saturday night during the fall Council/Conference. Each of
the top three winners received certificates and ribbons. The First Place posters will be submitted to the National Contest which will be judged at the USPS Annual Meeting to be held in Jacksonville, Florida in January. Please note for future reference that the Districts are required to send in the number of entries along with
the names, etc., before the end of the year. Therefore, the D27 judging now has to be completed at the Fall
Council/Conference.
The top three poster winners in each age category are as follows:
Ages 6-8:
1.
Ashley Maloney, New River
2.
Khalil Sanders, Kinston
3.
Lila Wilkinson, New River
Ages 9-11:
1.
Grayson Elliott, New River
2.
Samuel Hunt, New River
3.
Sadie Thomas, New River
Ages 12-14:
1.
Alexander Nash, Kinston (a first place winner from last year, too)
2.
Starr Nwabuo, Kinston
3.
Katherine Almendarez, New River
All of the participants who submitted posters but did not place will receive a Certificate of Participation for
their efforts from the District Commander.
6
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a safe and enjoyable Holiday Season.
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D/Lt/C David J. Simons, AP

When I first became the D27 secretary, I did so with the idea of simply
keeping things moving along. Phrases such “maintain the status quo” and
“go with the flow” and “business as usual” best exemplify my thinking at
that time. And then things started to happen. The first thing I encountered
was that the D27 website was in really bad shape. It became very clear to
me very quickly that there was lots of room for improvement in several directions. The D27 Secretary’s Department covers a lot of territory; much
more than I realized. I quickly found that I had a lot to learn and that there
were many areas to be considered.
I am sure the vast majorities of us have heard and remember the great song
by the Beatles “I Get By with a Little Help From my Friends”. Admitting
that we remember that song may date us a bit, but that is OK. In the case of
the D27 website, I did exactly that. I contacted Luis Lopez, fellow RSPS
member and RSPS webmaster and all-around web wizard. When faced with
that challenge, Luis went at it with a vengeance. Luis now wears the badges
of both RSPS Webmaster and D27 Webmaster. So we now have a very much improved D27 website. We
have also moved to a commercial Internet Service Provider (ISP) which gives us more storage space than we
ever imagined possible. It will be a long time before we even come close to using all of it. The next step in
the evolution of the D27 website is the addition of photographs. The new tab is labeled “PICTURES”. We
may change it in the future, but that is what it is today. The photos will be organized by the D27 event being
posted. So far we have photos from the March 2012 Change-of-Watch (JB Bagby – Fort Macon, photographer) and the May 2012 Rendezvous (Frank Schubert – Durham, photographer). We will add photos from
the fall 2012 Council/Conference soon. We would also like to add previous events such as the 2011 COW at
Carolina Beach and the 2011 Rendezvous at North Myrtle Beach.
The move to the commercial ISP gave us another opportunity which I have described before. We now
have group e-mail lists which make life easier for all of us. We have generic e-mail addresses such as squadroncommanders@uspsd27.org and secretary@uspsd27.org and bridge@uspsd27.org. Now we are adding
pastdistrictcommanders@uspsd27.org. However this is not fully operation yet. As just one step in the security provided by our ISP, each recipient of such a group address must accept the “invitation” from the ISP to
be part of the list. Until that is completed, the list is not fully functional. As soon as it is, we will advise everyone in D27 that it is working. The Assistant D27 Webmaster, Stefan Ufer, is the key person responsible
for this.
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We have one other improvement already planned for the D27 website. We plan to implement a new tab
entitled DOCUMENTS. This is to contain information useful to everyone in D27. It is to be a repository for
documents which do not constantly change. We considered other terms such as REFERENCES and
FORMS, but mismatches quickly became apparent. So DOCUMENTS it is. This would include such things
as D27 Bylaws, D27 Standing Rules and the Squadron Commander’s Report form. Please do not go looking
for it because it is not there yet; I just wanted everyone to know that we are hard at work and just sitting
around resting on our laurels. BTW – If anyone finds a laurel laying around somewhere; I would like to
know about.
Now we can talk about the infamous D27 Squadron Commander’s Report. BTW – This is a D27 form and
NOT a USPS form. As a group, we are getting better!!!!! The target/goal/hope is to have those reports to the
D27 Secretary 2 weeks prior to the meeting for which they are destined. The good news is that the reports
had all been received prior to the Fall Council/Conference. Continued on next page

8

Continued from previous page:
This makes it 2 meetings in a row where we have had all of the reports received before the meeting starts.
This is a definite improvement. At the 2-weeks-before target, 1/3 of the reports had been received. At the
point of one week before the meeting, 75% of the reports had been received. The last report was received the
day before the meeting. My thanks to the squadron commanders who are all clearly working to improve their
response time. From our side, we are continuing to work on improving the Form itself. I would appreciate
hearing from any squadron commander who has a problem with the Form with the details of what they experienced and what they want us to fix.
The time has come for the winter 2013 edition of the annual D27 get-smart get-together known as the New
Squadron Officers education. This occurs on 5 Jan 2013 at the NC State University Club. It is not by accident
that this one-day event occurs just at the start of the Change-of-Watch season, nor is it an accident that the
meeting occurs in the middle of North Carolina. In the 8 weeks following this meeting, almost every squadron
in D27 has its Change-of-Watch. This is the best opportunity for every in-coming officer (or potential officer)
to learn the nuts-and-bolts of the job into which they are about to be launched. And I can assure you that each
and every D27 Bridge member will be there and more than happy to answer any question you may want to
raise. This event has grown every year since we started it because D27 members are realizing how valuable it
is. It is carefully constructed so that attendees can drive to Raleigh and attend the training and still return
home in just one day.
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District Treasurer

D/Lt/C David E. Parsons, AP

First of all, on behalf of my fellow squadron members in Goldsboro, let me
express our appreciation to everyone who attended the Fall Conference in
Wrightsville Beach and supported the activities that were planned. We had a
great Dinner Cruise, a $315 winner of the 50/50 and a very successful Silent
Auction that helped to off-set some of the additional cost to the District. There
were a few glitches that occurred, but were quickly taken care of by the Goldsboro members staffing the registration table. In the future, I encourage all attendee's to carefully read the registration form and complete all the information
it ask for.
The District continues to do well as it relates to expenditures vs income. I am
still waiting on the State to process the Sales Tax rebate for January to June. If
your squadron has participated with the District in requesting a refund, I will
be getting your refund to you just as soon as I get the State check. I appreciate
the 8 squadrons that chose to participate and in turn provide additional support
to the District.
This year has gone by very quickly and we are only a few months away from beginning our Change of
Watch's. I cannot tell emphasize enough how critical it is to have your new Bridge members attend the District
Training scheduled in January. All squadrons should have the names of those who will be taking on the responsibilities of the Bridge, even if they have not been installed, and they should attend this important training session. Having an opportunity to hear from those who have served in the various positions can make your term a
lot easier and enjoyable. As it relates to the Treasurer's, what you do or not do can have a very serious impact
on the non-profit status of your squadron. We will provide you with all the information you need to make sure
that does not occur.
I understand that National, during the Conference in Detroit, has approved a $2 increase in dues, I am currently working on a proposal for the Budget Committee to consider and at this time I do not see the need for
the District to have an increase. What I do see is the need to be more cautious with our subsidizing of the various activities of the District, i.e. Rendezvous, Conferences, or there will definitely be a need for an increase in
the future. To offset the need to increase dues, the activities that are planned must become more self-sustaining
which will mean that those who participate would see an increase in the cost of lunches, dinners and receptions. I heard various comments about the cost of the Dinner Cruise and from time to time the cost of our
lunches and dinners at our meetings. Sarah McCurry does a great job in negotiating with the venues for room
rates and the cost of all that we do. But the increases in prices are beyond her control and we have a very limited portion of our budget dedicated to District Meetings to defray some of the cost.
See you at the D27 Training Program, NC State University Club, Raleigh, Jan 5th
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2012 Fall Council/Conference Meeting Wrightsville Beach
Fifty Years Members

She sang “Star Spangled Banner”

P/D/C Floyd Quisenberry SN

P/C Herbert Bordeaux SN

Also: P/C Cecil Marshall AP; Clyde Medaris AP
P/C Larry Williams JN

Paula Stewart

NINA

Legal advice?

Yes; The store is open!
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5 January 2013
District 27
Winter Training Meeting Agenda
NC State University Club
4200 Hillsborough Street
Raleigh, NC 27606
0900 – 0930

Check-In

0930 – 0945

University Room- Welcome and Overview – D/C

0950 – 1120

1st Breakout Sessions

University Room - Squadron Commanders – D/C and D/XO
State Room - Educational Officers – D/EO
Bar Room - Squadron Secretaries – D/SEC
Ballroom - Information and Reporting Sources (XOs, Admin, and
Treas. Attend) – (DB2000) Frank V. Schubert, AP
1130 – 1200 Lunch in the Main Dining Room
1210 – 1340 2nd Breakout Sessions
University Room - Executive Officers - D/XO
State Room - Incoming Squadron Treasurers – D/Treas
Bar Room - Incoming Squadron Administrative Officers – D/AO
Ballroom - Information and Reporting Sources (Cdrs, Ed Officers, and
Secretaries Attend) – D/EO (HQ800)
1350 – 1415 University Room - Overview, Feedback – D/C and Bridge
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DISTRICT 27 BITTS
Editor: P/D/C GEORGE ELLIS, AP
7931 Abelia Way
Clemmons, NC 27012
(cell) 336.970.0288 (H)336.712.2362
E-mail: gelnps@aol.com
The Bitts is published several times a
year by district 27, a unit of The United
States Power Squadrons®. Articles in
the Bitts reflect the opinion of the
author. The USPS® and district 27 are
not responsible for editorial comment.

FIRST CLASS

WWW.USPS.ORG/LOCALUSPS/D27

January 5th 2013 D/27 Winter Training Meeting
N C State University Club
DISTRICT BRIDGE 2012-2013
Commander: Harold W. O’Briant, JN

(H) 919.782.9161
brassring@nc.rr.com

(H) 252.241.4328
Hobriant@juno.com

ADEO: H. Clay Helms, JN

DEO: George Malindzak, SN
(H) 919.870.1834 (W)919.818.2511
Polaris6@nc.rr.com
Executive Officer:
Robert F. Howd, JN
(H) 252.728.5669
rhowd1@ec.rr.com
Administrative Officer: Bert Pearson, SN
(919) 496-2865
opportunity@embarqumail.com
Treasurer: David E. Parsons, AP
(H) 919.751.5553
DPARSONN@nc.rr.com
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Secretary: David J. Simons, AP

Asst. Treasurer: Burt H. Pearson,III, SN
(H) 919.496.2865 © 919.495.2858
opportunity@embarqmail.com
Asst. Secretary: Paula F. Stewart, P
(H) 704.323.3509
pfstewart@carolina.rr.com
Asst. Admin. Paula B. Schubert, AP
(H) 919.493.5861
Paula.schubert@earthlink.net

